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Here is the second Learning Digest, a great summary 
of all the learning from the GEC since April 2021 

The past few months have been very busy with the G7 and Global 
Partnership for Education and we look forward to continuing the 
conversation on what works in Girls’ Education as we move into the 
Autumn. We hope you find this interesting, informative and useful. 
If you would like to sign up to receive information on our events, 
webinars and learning outputs please sign up here. 

QUARTERLY  
LEARNING DIGEST
AUGUST 2021

Girls’ Education Day at the Global 
Education Summit, 26 July 2021 

At the end of July, world leaders came together at the Global Education Summit to 
support quality education for all children and make 5-year pledges to support GPE’s 
work to help transform education systems in up to 90 countries and territories.

As part of the Summit, the GEC convened a day of discussion and activities 
which focused on girls’ education. We heard from speakers including Sally 
Gear (FCDO), Jaime Oberlander (USAID Somalia), Antara Ganguli (UNGEI) 
and Elaine Unterhalter (UCL). In case you missed it (or want to see it again!), 
the full session can be viewed here. 

You can also watch our new videos on our YouTube channel which look at 
the GEC’s work, particularly in response to the pandemic. 

Film #1 – The Girls’ Education Challenge 2021

Film #2 – Girls’ Education and COVID-19: Keeping girls safe and learning

We are now turning our attention to how 
we can work with our global partners 
to build back smarter, faster and fairer. 
We will be using our evidence to 
propose new ways to build resilience 

into education systems to support 
the world’s most marginalised girls.

GEC Discussion Series
In June and July 2021, we had our 
first GEC Discussion Series under 
the theme “Challenge, mitigation and 
resilience: The story of COVID-19 so 
far and the Girls’ Education Challenge”. 
Over 300 individuals joined from 
many organisations working in 
the development sector, including 
donors, NGOs, academia and private 
sector. The webinar recordings are 
now available on the GEC YouTube 
channel. Watch out for our next 
GEC Discussion Series in the autumn! 

Be part of the 
discussion 

Global Education Summit 2021

GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION DAY

Discussion Series webinars:
Initial estimates of learning loss in Kenya 
and Nepal

COVID-19 and the Girls’ Education 
Challenge: how NGOs, governments and 
community networks are partnering to 
leave no girl behind

Adopting a gender-responsive approach 
to education at the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic: Lessons and 
experiences from South Asia 

Coordinated sensitive education 
response amid COVID-19 pandemic: 
Innovations from two GEC projects in 
Afghanistan 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oFOdM_2wvE24jVMVeEDiGKSbuzRXwOZOukT4tqip9hVUNzdZODlDMlRHVE85RlZGRVBJRUUzREM2QyQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=c1174B704-BF66-004F-BAC7-147A7CA1C369
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P03AMLhSuWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWBTnIzbblM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epJ2__zgZSk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmjvZBKujCeaPUcHrj5lRtw/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmjvZBKujCeaPUcHrj5lRtw/playlists
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Emerging Findings 
From March to June 2021, the GEC ran 
a series of workshops to collate and 
analyse project findings regarding the 
impact of COVID-19 on girls’ learning, 
safety, wellbeing and return to school.  
From this came five regional briefs that 
focus on the emerging findings from the 
projects and countries in those regions. 
Access the brief here: Southern Africa, 
Central Africa, East Africa, West Africa 
and South Asia. As more evidence 
and data emerge on the impacts of 
COVID-19, we will continue this 
conversation and update the emerging 
findings briefs.

Spotlight on VfM 
We are excited to share  
our first Spotlight Brief on  
Value for Money (VfM), which 
reviews the VfM of five interventions 
from the Sister for Sisters’ 
Education project, implemented by 
VSO in Nepal. This brief assesses 
intervention costs against the 
benefits delivered, by exploring 
the interventions’ relevance, cost-
effectiveness and sustainability. 

Using community-based structures in education programming 
This Thematic Review summarises the learning around the 
ways in which community-based structures supported and 
elevated the work of GEC projects during COVID-19 closures. 
It examines their role in supporting projects as they adapted 
their interventions and identifies six specific ways in which they 
were successsfully used. The Thematic Review is intended for 
projects, implementors and non-governmental organisations interested in working with 
community-based structures to maximise project outcomes.

International 
Celebration Days 
This quarter we marked a number 
of international celebration days 
– World Health Day, Global Day 
of Parents, International Day 
Against Child Labour and World 
Refugee Day – sharing stories, 
achievements and lessons from the 
work of GEC projects. 

No girl should miss school because 
of her period. On Menstrual 
Hygiene Day (28 May), we 
highlighted the work of TEAM Girl 
Malawi who are providing 6,000 
girls with reusable sanitary packs 
and information to support their 
access to education. Read more 
about their work on Twitter and in 
this blog. 

Don’t forget to follow us 
on Twitter for more stories, 

news and celebrations! 

What have we learnt? 

Emerging Findings: The impact 
of COVID-19 on girls and the Girls’ 
Education Challenge response

Focus on West Africa (Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra Leone)

AUGUST 2021

Emerging Findings: The impact 
of COVID-19 on girls and the Girls’ 
Education Challenge response

Focus on Southern Africa (Mozambique, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe)

AUGUST 2021

Emerging Findings: The impact 
of COVID-19 on girls and the Girls’ 
Education Challenge response

Focus on East Africa (Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia)

AUGUST 2021

Emerging Findings: The impact 
of COVID-19 on girls and the Girls’ 
Education Challenge response

Focus on South Asia (Afghanistan, Nepal and Pakistan)

AUGUST 2021

Emerging Findings: The impact 
of COVID-19 on girls and the Girls’ 
Education Challenge response

Focus on Central Africa (Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Malawi, Rwanda and Uganda)

AUGUST 2021

SP    TLIGHT BRIEF #1
JULY 2021

VALUE FOR MONEY
Smart Buys: Sisters for Sisters’ 
Education Project, Nepal

Using community-based 
structures in education 
programming
Thematic Review

JULY 2021

The Thematic Review series is a collection of papers which focus on what has been 
learned, why it is important and for whom on the Girls’ Education Challenge.

Final reflections: lessons and results 
from completed projects
The Supporting the Education of Marginalised Girls (STEM) project (Nepal) 
and the Excelling Against the Odds project (Ethiopia) completed in March 
2021. In two blogs highlighted below, the project teams reflect on the impact 
of their projects, the challenges they faced, the results that were achieved and 
the lessons that were learned. In the two ‘Final reflections’  
reports, these topics are covered in more detail. 

Webinars
Between January and February 2021, 
we held two interesting webinars. One 
looked at working with the government 
to ensure sustainability and focused 
on two GEC projects implemented by 
Mercy Corps in Nigeria and Nepal. The 
other looked at the girls supported 
by the GEC, their learning levels at 
baseline and how their learning has 
been affected during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Recordings of the two 
webinars are available on the GEC 
YouTube channel. 

https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/1fgipm4r/emerging_findings_southern_africa.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/owjfexwy/emerging_findings_central_africa.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/ka4gkdei/emerging_findings_east-africa.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/5tjlq0mq/emerging_findings_west_africa.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/pklltoyn/emerging_findings_south_asia.pdf
https://twitter.com/FCDOGEC/status/1398246900332171265
https://twitter.com/FCDOGEC/status/1398246900332171265
https://twitter.com/FCDOGEC
https://twitter.com/FCDOGEC
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/1qnpbbf3/thematic-review_-community_based_structures.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/final-reflections-on-the-stem-project/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/final-reflections-on-the-excelling-against-the-odds-project/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/fmbgxx0p/gec_vfm_spotlight_brief_1_vso_final.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YOsorYoISA&list=PLiA8bsD2COAlLUJzgOVY_4ODxK6gFFYyA&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDD_dYdzysY&list=PLiA8bsD2COAlLUJzgOVY_4ODxK6gFFYyA
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/fmbgxx0p/gec_vfm_spotlight_brief_1_vso_final.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/1qnpbbf3/thematic-review_-community_based_structures.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YOsorYoISA&list=PLiA8bsD2COAlLUJzgOVY_4ODxK6gFFYyA&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDD_dYdzysY&list=PLiA8bsD2COAlLUJzgOVY_4ODxK6gFFYyA
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/final-reflections-on-the-stem-project/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/b2ootvgi/final_reflections_childhope.pdf
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New resources

Pivoting evalution designs 
during (and after) COVID-19 
For GEC projects, evaluations were 
designed to assess the impact of 
activities on learning and transition, and 
assess sustainability of interventions. 
Many designs were compromised due 
to COVID-19 related school closures. 
This Practice Brief suggests that with 
the flexibility to re-examine evaluation 
plans and the right preparation 
ahead of data collection, the impact 
of a substantive shift in context – 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic 
– can be mitigated. It presents four 
considerations for evaluators to adapt 
their midline or endline approaches.

Distance Teaching and 
Learning guide  
Download the Distance Teaching and 
Learning Guide produced in collaboration 
with the EdTechHub below. This guide 
is intended to support implementation 
of DTL interventions from planning to 
evaluation. This was launched back in 
May with the INEE and projects continue 
to use the guide and self assessment 
monitoring tool to support their work.  

Four characteristics of a 
strong monitoring approach  
Monitoring systems in GEC projects 
were tested during COVID-19 closures. 
They were reiled on heavily to get critical 
information on the reach, quality and 
effectiveness of interventions. This brief 
summarises the learning from seven Girls’ 
Education Challenge projects’ monitoring 
systems during the COVID-19 school 
closures. Using data coming out of 
these systems, the brief describes four 
qualities of a good monitoring approach. 
M&E teams can examine their own 
systems for these qualities to build better, 
stronger and more effective monitoring 
systems now and in the future. 

All means all: What happens 
when you include girls with 
disabilities? 
13% of learners enrolled in the TEAM 
Girl Malawi project have a disability. 
This would not be possible without an 
holistic approach towards supporting 
the most marginalised girls. Kate Skyes 
from Link Education International 
shares the learning journey of how 
Link and their partners were able to 
include children with disabilities in 
their work.  

COVID-19 and girls’ learning 
continuity in South Asia: 
Misplaced anxiety or justified 
fear? 
Ian Attfield (UK FDCO, Girls’ 
Education Challenge), Chris 
Henderson (UNICEF Consultant 
and Columbia University) and Dr. 
Mumtaza Abdurazzakova (Save the 
Children) reflect on the impacts 
caused by COVID-19 on girls’ learning 
and how projects adapted to ensure 
the continuation of learning for 
children. The blog also introduces the 
development of the evidence-based 
Framework and Standards for Gender 
Responsive Education in the Context 
of COVID-19, used to guide regional 
policymakers’ and practitioners’ 
priorities over the weeks and months 
following the peak of the pandemic.

Education programming in a pandemic: Using what we already 
know about girls to support them during and after Covid-19 
school closures  
Rachel Outhred (Oxford MeasurEd), Anita Reilly (Girls’ Education Challenge) 
and Fergal Turner (Oxford MeasurEd) summarise what we already know about 
marginalised girls and their learning characteristics, 
along with what it means for programmes working 
with marginalised girls during the pandemic.

Seeing the whole person: 
Madalitso’s journey and 
our shared responsibility to 
support her  
Madalitso’s journey throughout her time 
with TEAM Girl Malawi is portrayed vividly 
through the words of Harold Kuombolo 
(Link Community Development Malawi), 
Umba Zalira (Theatre for a Change 
Malawi), and Rose Woods (Supreme). 
Despite her extraordinary responsibilities 
and challenges, Madalitso has progressed 
significantly in her learning and is now able 
to make better decisions about her life.

Designing and monitoring 
distance teaching and 
learning interventions: 
A guide for projects and 
implementers 
MAY 2021

https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/seeing-the-whole-person-madalitso-s-journey-and-our-shared-responsibility-to-support-her/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/all-means-all-what-happens-when-you-include-girls-with-disabilities/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/covid-19-and-girls-learning-continuity-in-south-asia-misplaced-anxiety-or-justified-fear/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/education-programming-in-a-pandemic-using-what-we-already-know-about-girls-to-support-them-during-and-after-covid-19-school-closures/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/zxveqoqi/gec_practice_brief_1_evaluation_pivots_final.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/x1rajoxx/gec_dtl_guide_may-2021.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/a5nhb5tp/gec_practice_brief_2_strong_monitoring_systems_final.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/seeing-the-whole-person-madalitso-s-journey-and-our-shared-responsibility-to-support-her/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/zxveqoqi/gec_practice_brief_1_evaluation_pivots_final.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/a5nhb5tp/gec_practice_brief_2_strong_monitoring_systems_final.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/media/x1rajoxx/gec_dtl_guide_may-2021.pdf
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/all-means-all-what-happens-when-you-include-girls-with-disabilities/
https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/covid-19-and-girls-learning-continuity-in-south-asia-misplaced-anxiety-or-justified-fear/

https://girlseducationchallenge.org/blogs/blog-article/education-programming-in-a-pandemic-using-what-we-already-know-about-girls-to-support-them-during-and-after-covid-19-school-closures/


The Girls’ Education Challenge is a project funded by the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
(“FCDO”), formerly the Department for International Development (“DFID”), and is led and administered by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP and Mott MacDonald (trading as Cambridge Education), working with organisations including 
Nathan Associates London Ltd. and Social Development Direct Ltd. This publication has been prepared for general 
guidance on matters of interest only and does not constitute professional advice. You should not act upon the information 
contained in this publication without obtaining specific professional advice. No representation or warranty (express or 
implied) is given as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this publication, and, to the extent 
permitted by law, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP and the other entities managing the Girls’ Education Challenge (as listed 
above) do not accept or assume any liability, responsibility or duty of care for any consequences of you or anyone else 
acting, or refraining to act, in reliance on the information contained in this publication or for any decision based on it. 

For more information, contact: learningteam@girlseducationchallenge.org | www.girlseducationchallenge.org

Coming up

The GEC at the UKFIET Conference, from 13 September 2021  
The UKFIET conference will include presentations from the GEC. If you are attending the conference, please do join us!

SESSION TITLE DAY/TIME (BST) 

1 Gender equality in education at the time of COVID-19: what and how do we build 
back better?

Tuesday, 14 September 2021  
10:00 - 11:30

2 Understanding multiple and intersecting identities for girls with disabilities and 
implications for equitable education programming

Tuesday, 14 September 2021  
12:30 - 14:00

3 Reimaging evidence collection during COVID-19 to ensure inclusiveness Tuesday, 14 September 2021  
14:15 - 15:00

4 Practical support in an unexpected time: Learnings from Plan International’s Girls 
Education Challenge portfolio on resilience, wellbeing and safeguarding in its 
COVID-19 response

Wednesday, 15 September 2021  
09:00 - 09:45

5 Exploring the interactional experiences of in-school pregnant and parenting girls in 
Kenya and their implications for equitable redistribution of school-based benefits 
and resources

Wednesday, 15 September 2021  
10:00 - 11:30

6 Adapting retention systems to include the most marginalised girls during COVID-19. 
Lessons from the Girls’ Education Challenge

Wednesday, 15 September 2021  
10:00 - 11:30

7 Virtual educator training and professional development: Three practice and 
evidence based case studies exploring low to high tech virtual training and 
continuing professional development in Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone and Ghana.

Wednesday, 15 September 2021  
12:30 - 14:00

8 Reimaging learning spaces to reach the most marginalised girls during COVID-19. 
Experiences from the Girls’ Education Challenge (theme opening plenary)

Thursday, 16 September 2021  
09:00 - 09:45

To opt-out of future communications or to update your preferences, please 
email learningteam@girlseducationchallenge.org with your request. For further 
information about how PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP processes personal data, 
please see our privacy statement.

Stay up to date with the latest 
GEC Learning Communications

Dates for the diary: 
International Literacy Day… …………………………………………8 September
International Day to Protect Education from Attack…………………9 September
International Teachers’ Day … ………………………………………5 October
International Mental Health Day………………………………………10 November
International Day of the Girl Child … ………………………………11 November
CoP26…………………………………………………………………31 November

learningteam@girlseducationchallenge.org
http://www.girlseducationchallenge.org
learningteam@girlseducationchallenge.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oFOdM_2wvE24jVMVeEDiGKSbuzRXwOZOukT4tqip9hVUNzdZODlDMlRHVE85RlZGRVBJRUUzREM2QyQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cA0E4159B-9F88-7B4F-A12F-DB2304BA3E1D
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oFOdM_2wvE24jVMVeEDiGKSbuzRXwOZOukT4tqip9hVUNzdZODlDMlRHVE85RlZGRVBJRUUzREM2QyQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cA0E4159B-9F88-7B4F-A12F-DB2304BA3E1D
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